EVANGELIZING COMMUNITIES: COMMITMENT TO THE CAUSE
Introduction
The propagation of the gospel is as challenging and difficult today (or maybe more so) as at any other time in the history of Christianity. Because the nature of the challenges is the same (though they present themselves in different forms), it is important to keep in mind that the solutions, likewise, are relatively the same. I believe the scriptures speak to this (broadly) in the words of the Apostle Paul, which say: “The things that were written aforetime were written for our learning” (Romans 15:4a). The failures and the successes, the trials and the triumphs of the ancients, were recorded for our benefit. “They are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” (1 Corinthians 10:11b). This is true whether it be the reaching or the initiation of youth and the young into the faith, or reaching families and fostering family bonds, or building healthy churches.
I. The Context of Ministry. Where you minister determines your approach.
1. Where you minister in time.
a. Post-Christian Era

b. Secularism 

c. Syncretism 

2. Where you minister in place.
a. Urbanization 
b. Community, anonymity, and the search for identity
c. Alternative emerging communities
II. Clear Constant in Changing Context
a. Pervasive Warfare
b. Powerful Weaponry
c. Perennial Objective
III. The Conscripts. Youth: Our indispensable assets. 

“No man hast hired us” (Matthew 20:6-7a)
“Torch must be passed to a new generation” JFK

a. Where to find them
b. How to reach, recruit, and release (involve) them

IV. The Content of Ministry. What do we offer? “Such as I have” . . . what do we have?

a. The message and the medium

b. The solution and the system

c. Same old truths, new delivery systems and applications to same old problems 
V. The Cost of Ministry – to Youth, Children, & Community. 
So, are you willing to pay the price?
a. The cost for pastors
b. The cost for protégés

c. The cost to the church
VI. Conclusion

